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EO: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ECOSOC, UN 

SUBJ: 59TH ECOSOC: PERFORMANCE AND TENURE OF ESA USYG VAN 
LAETHEM 

1. THIS DEL HAS LEARNED FROM RELIABLE SOURCE THAT EXECUTIVE SEC- 
RETARIES OF THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS WERE HIGHLY CRITICAL TO SYG 
WALDHEIM OF LEADERSHIP AND INTEREST EVENTS BY VAN LAETHEM. 

2. WALDHEIM LATER INDICATED TO VAN LAETHEM THAT HIS PRINCIPAL 
CRITICS WERE STANOVNEK AND IGLESIAS. WHEN BOTH SPOKE IN ECOSOC 
PLENARY, VAN LAETHEM REFUSED TO OCCUPY HIS PLACE ON PODIUM. 

3. MINCOUN HAS LEARNED FROM VAN LAETHEM'S SECRETARY THAT HE HAS 
WRITTEN FOREIGN OFFICE SAYING THAT HE WOULD NOT REMAIN WITH TH 
ESA BEYOND HIS PRESENT CONTRACT (THREE YEARS). MOREOVER, IF THE 
QUAI SHOULD OFFER HIM AN APPROPRIATE EMBASSY, HE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO LEAVE ESA FORTHWITH. ABRAMS 
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